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MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

The mission of South Shore 
Elementary School is to provide a 

respectful environment which nurtures 
and encourages curiosity, confidence, 
open-mindedness and action so that all 

students will become 21st Century 
Learners.  We respect the diversity of 

our students and embrace their 
creativity and talents as strengths to 
initiate positive change in the world.  

We rely on collaboration, 
commitment, and effective, open 
communication in the process of 

helping each student reach his or her 
full potential.  
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Dear South Shore families, 

  

Questions to Use for Reflection 
What IB Learner Profile do you feel like you demonstrated the most?                                      
Give an example of how you demonstrated this IB Learner Profile? 

What IB Learner Profile do you feel you need to improve?                                                     
How will you become better at this IB Learner Profile? 

Happy New Year!  I can’t believe that it is officially 2018!  I want to take this opportuni-
ty to wish all our South Shore families a happy and healthy new year.  I hope your holi-
day was relaxing and filled with cherished memories.  We have accomplished a great 
deal this past year and I can’t wait to see what is in store for the year ahead.  The New 
Year always rings an excellent time for us to reflect on who we are as learners.  One tool 
to help us reflect is the IB Learner Profile. 

Join us for our next “Learn and Look” Session on January 22nd from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. to learn more about The Learner Profile and how you can use these traits at home. 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Stacy Shafran 
Principal  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     5 6 

7 8 

Welcoming Assembly 

8:45 am 

Box Tops Collection 

Artworks Club,  
3:00-4:00 pm 

9 

Vision & Hearing 
Re-screening    

Dance Team 
 2:45-4 pm 

10      

 

PTA Variety Show     
Rehearsals     

3-6 pm
PTA Meeting 

      @ 7:15 pm 

11 
 

12 

Ending Assembly 

1:45 pm 

13 

14 15

Martin Luther 

King, Jr.    

Birthday

Commemoration 

16 

Dance Team 
 2:45-4 pm 

17 18 

ESOL Night

19 20 

21 22 
Learn & Look  

9:30-11 a.m. 

Artworks Club     
3:00-4:00 pm 

PTA Winter 

Family Event 

23 

Dance Team 
 2:45-4 pm 

24 25 26 
Kindergarten      

and 1st Grade to 
Annapolis Opera 

Spirit Day 
Halfway to  

Summer Day! 

27 

28 29 

 End of 2nd  

Two Hour 

30 

Marking Period 
        

Early Dismissal 

 31 

School Closed 

for Students 

Workday for 
all teachers 

1    February 2    February 3    February

South Shore Elementary School 

31 1   

Happy  New  
Year 

All schools &  
Central Offices 

closed

2 
School Reopens from 

Winter Holiday 

Box Top  
Collection 

 Dance Team 
 2:45-4 pm 

3 
  Workout 

Wednesday 

January 2018 

4 

Artist in Residency, Grades 3 & 4 

PTA Variety 
Show  
6 pm 
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South Shore Students Take Action! 
At South Shore, we want our students to take action beyond the classroom. Action can 

range from something small, like checking out a book at the local library, to something large, 
like writing a letter to a local government official. Please help us celebrate student action by 
completing and sending in this form! 

“In the PYP, it is believed that education must extend beyond the intellectual to include not only socially responsible attitudes but also 
thoughtful and appropriate action. An explicit expectation of the PYP is that successful inquiry  will lead to responsible action, initiated by  the 
student as a result of the learning process. This action will extend the student’s learning, or it may have a wider social impact, and will clearly 

look different within each age range.” from Making the PYP Happen

Chose 
What problem did I chose to help with? 

Why? 

Act 
What did I do? 

Reflect  
How did my actions help? Is there 
something more that can be done? 

Circle the learner profile attributes you demonstrated through the 
action you took: 

Inquirer, Thinker, Communicator, Knowledgeable, 
Risk-Taker, Principled, Caring, 

Open-Minded, Balanced, Reflective 

How did you demonstrate these attributes? 

Circle the attitudes you demonstrated through the action you 
took: 

Appreciation, Commitment, Confidence, Respect, 
Cooperation, Creativity, Curiosity, Empathy, 

 Enthusiasm, Independence, Integrity, Tolerance 

How did you demonstrate these attitudes? 

Please attach pictures if you have them! 
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#AACPSReadWithMe  

Engaging School Readers – Tips for Families 

Family members are able to influence their children to become interested and skillful readers.      
Encouragement from parents, grandparents, guardians, and other adult role models helps students  
make improvement to becoming engaged, successful readers. 

Some suggestions on how families can support reading at home: 

Δ    Create a quiet, special place for your child to read. Keep books, magazines, and other reading materials available. 

Δ    Help your child see that reading is important. Set a good example by reading books, newspapers, and magazines.  

Talk about what you are reading. 

Δ    Join a family Book Club. 

Δ    Start a family book club in your own family. Invite others to “join.” 

Δ    Shared reading. You are never too old for a read aloud. Read to your child and/or ask your child to read to you. 

Δ     Be non-judgmental about the type of text your child chooses: cartoons, instructions for video games, fantasy, sports, or  

fashion magazines can be the key to unlocking a lifetime of reading pleasure. Reading skills will increase as interest  

develops. 

Δ     Provide access to magazines based on interests to encourage frequent reading. 

Δ     Visit bookstores, public and school libraries regularly to find materials for pleasure reading. 

Δ     Take the Tech/TV Turn-off challenge.  Turn the television, computers, smart phones, and other electronic devices off at 

least once a week and read as a family. Discuss what everyone is reading. 

Δ     Let your child see you reading directions to complete household tasks such as assembling items, recipes for cooking, etc. 

This will allow your child to see the connection of reading to real life. 

Δ     Encourage your child to read for 15 minutes before going to sleep each night. 

Δ     Take reading materials with you on the go. Encourage your child to read while riding in the car, waiting at the doctor’s  

office, passing time between activities. 

Δ     If your child has an assigned reading, try to read the same book so you can have meaningful discussions about the test. If 

your child is struggling to complete an assigned reading, try taking turns listening to him/her read, and reading aloud to 

your child, checking frequently for understanding. 

Δ     Encourage your child to re-read material to gain a better understanding. This is particularly true for non-fiction material 

(textbook content) and material written above grade level. 

Δ     Write notes to your child - recognizing his/her accomplishments. A little praise can go a long way! 

Δ     Reward progress with a trip to the bookstore to select a special book. 

Δ     Consider purchasing or borrowing an electronic reader (i.e. Kindle, Nook, etc.). E-readers 

have become very popular and may entice your child to read more often. 

Δ     Read poetry and novels in verse. 

Δ     Emphasize the importance of reading as a life-long habit and encourage its frequent  

practice. 

Δ     Reading for 30 minutes daily can improve comprehension and increase achievement. 

Δ     Reading and discussing one article a week builds background knowledge which supports 

comprehension. 
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News from Literacy                                                                                                                                                                           

Reading aloud is the single most important activity adults can do to enhance literacy acquisition.  To support                 
student literacy, the Office of Equity and Accelerated Student Achievement has brought back the 

#AACPSReadWithMe Challenge!  Once again this year, the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge will kick off                   
in January and run through February 2nd.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

How the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge works:                                                                                                                        

•Take a picture reading with your child                                                                                          

•Tweet the picture @SouthShoreAACPS and                                                                                       
AACPSReadWithMe                                                                                                                                            

•Participate in the Bingo Challenge 

The AACPS schools with the most tweets and highest % of students completing the Bingo Challenge will win               
prizes, books, and more! 
 

Bingo Challenge Boards will be coming home with your child in their Tuesday folder!  Remember to turn in                
completed Bingo boards to Mrs. Down by February 2nd.  

         Happy Reading! 

         Mrs. Sarah Down 

        Reading Specialist  

News for the Media Center  

 
Happy New Year!  Our media lessons this month will focus 
on Black Eyed Susan books for he primary grades.  Black 
Eyed Susan books are books selected by Maryland librarians.  
Students listen to the Black Eyed Susan books and vote on 
their favorite book in the spring.  We will begin our unit be 
determining what makes each of us like certain books better 
than others..  Ask your student what book they liked so far!   
 
The third and fourth grades will be discovering more ways 
the library catalog can help them find the information they 
need.  Students can access the catalog from home at: South 
Shore catalog 
 
The fifth grade will be expanding their knowledge on how             
to cite their sources as we begin preparing for their            
exhibition projects.  We will be using NoodleTools to help. 
 
Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Cynthia Bark                                                                                                                            Mrs. Sandi Kane 

 Media Specialist                                                                                                                                 Media Assistant  

Fifth Grade Exhibition  
 

Fifth grade is very excited as they move toward exhibition.  We are 
looking for parents who consider themselves experts in creative             
expression (various forms) and would be willing to share their 
knowledge with our 5th grade students.  For example, musicians,              
photographers, artists, dancers, poets, authors, etc.  Please contact                 
Ms. Balestreire, Ms. Nisson, or Mrs. Courtien.  
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News from Guidance 

     Welcome back!  I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break. Beginning in January, I will be conducting Erin’s 
Law lessons in all classes.  These lessons will take place over the next 2-3 months depending on the grade level.  
Please see the FAQ below regarding these lessons.  If you have any specific concerns or questions regarding these 
lessons, please feel free to view them at https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481, or contact me directly at (410) 222-
3865 or jhaslun@aacps.org.   
 
 

What is “Erin’s Law”?  
     “Erin’s Law” is named after childhood sexual assault survivor, 
author, speaker, and activist Erin Merryn.  Merryn is the founder 
and President of Erin’s Law, which is registered with the State of 
Illinois and the IRS as a 501 (c)(4) non-profit social welfare  
organization. 
 

     The legislation was introduced in Merryn’s home state of  
Illinois, and caught on nationwide.  It was passed in Maryland      
in 2016, with a mandate that schools implement it beginning in 
Fall 2017.   
 

     “Erin’s Law” requires that all public schools in each state          
implement a prevention-oriented child sexual abuse program 
which teaches: 
       -  Students in grades prekindergarten through 12th grade age-appropriate techniques to recognize child sexual abuse 
and tell a trusted adult. 
       -  School personnel about child sexual abuse. 
       -  Parents and guardians the warning signs of child sexual child abuse, needed assistance, and referral or  resource           
information to support sexually abused children and their families. 
 

Why is it important that children receive this instruction is school? 
     Schools provide a safe place where children can learn what to do in unfamiliar or uncomfortable situations.  Trusted 
adults will provide students with an opportunity to practice handling these situations so that the first time a young person  
is faced with an unsafe situation, he or she will know what to do and have had practiced doing it.  Students will identify       
trusted adults, both inside and outside of the school, where they can go for help. 
 

How will “Erin’s Law” be implemented in AACPS?   
     Secondary students will receive instruction through the AACPS Health Education curriculum. Health standards will be 
taught to middle school students in grades 6 through 8 through the Health curriculum.  High school students will be 
taught the health standards through the mandatory Health class, a high school graduation requirement. 
     In elementary school, the standards will be addressed through the school counseling curriculum for all  students in 
grades K through 5, using modified lessons from the Barbara Sinatra Foundation.  Parents will be sent a letter prior to the 
lessons being taught to inform them about when the lessons will be delivered by the school counselor.  Parents will have  
an opportunity, if they so desire, to review the materials.  Parents can opt out of having their child(ren) participate in the 
lessons and an alternative activity will be provided.  Follow up activities to the lessons will be sent home. 
 

     Are there resources parents can access to help hem recognize warning signs and talk with their child(ren) 
about how to keep themselves safe? 
     Yes.  The Erin’s Law website has tips for parents about recognizing warning signs and what a parent should do if he/or 
she learns/suspects that a child has been/is being sexually abused.  Similarly,  the Barbara Sinatra Foundation has many        
resources for parents on the topic of child sexual abuse.  The National Sexual Violence Resource Center has a number of 
good resources for parents.     
       If you have specific questions or concerns regarding secondary Erin’s Law lessons, feel free to contact your child’s health 
educator.  If you have specific concerns regarding the elementary lessons, please contact your child’s school counselor.  
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Physical Education 
January 2018 
Ms. Courtney Rice  

Announcements… 
 

◊  Primary grade level families, please work with 
your students on learning to tie their own 
shoes. When teachers have to stop to tie their 
shoe, it can take away from instruction time.  

◊  With the weather starting to get chilly, make 
sure your student comes in appropriate  
clothing for the weather that day.  

◊  Encourage healthy eating habits at home.  

◊  Try and sign up your students for recreational 
sports. Not only is it stressing the importance 
of staying physically active, they build  
friendships and learn life skills. Check out  
the resource table at the entrance of the 
school and Arden recreation teams.  

◊  Get your students ready for Wellness Week               
which will be February 12-16th!  During this 
week, we will have our Jump Rope for Heart 

pep rally and our Family Fitness 
Night!  

ART 
 

Miss  Katy Hipp 

What are we learning this month? 
 
We will be starting the year off with our yoga unit for        
all grade levels.  This will help us get our minds and  
bodies back into the routines. This will then lead into 
Gymnastics.  We will be exploring animal walks, rolls, 
weight transfers, and combinations.  
  
In 5th grade we will start to explore different ways to  
express ourselves through movement and styles of 
dance to help prepare and expose the students to new 
forms for their exhibition project.  
 
Please remember to send your students in 
sneakers on their PE days!  Boots are not              
acceptable PE shoes.  
 
For details, please visit our website: 
SouthShoreCulturalArts.weebly.com 
 

Happy New Year!!  Can you set a family 
New Year’s health resolution? 

January 2018 

 

What are we learning? 
 
5th Grade:  Elongated self-portraits 
inspired by Modigliani (How We             
Express Ourselves) 
4th Grade:  Emotional ceramic 
sculptures (How We Express                   
Ourselves) 
3rd Grade:  Nature-inspired relief 
prints (Sharing the Planet) 
2nd Grade:  Abstract paintings              
inspired by Kandinsky (How We            
Express Ourselves) 
1st Grade:  Kente cloth weavings 
(How We Express Ourselves) 
Kindergarten:  Transportation 
paintings (How We Organize                 
Ourselves) 
 

Congratulations to first 
grade students Lelia and            
Lauren, whose artworks were 
featured at the annual AACPS 
Winter Wonderland Art            
Exhibit at Westfield                          
Annapolis Mall! 
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French Corner 
 

 
What are we learning? 

◊  To use verbs and form 

sentences when we tell a 
story, like we do with the 
French version of the 
Gingerbread Man tale?                          
(I am, I want) 

◊  To answer questions that 
go beyond our simple three questions dialogue, by 
reviewing the same vocabulary and adding to it            
(I have, I don’t have) 

◊  To see that every language has a particular logic 
in reflecting the world, like gender of nouns in 
French: un renard, une galette, the two characters 
on the picture.  

   
Mme. Maria Mihova 

French Teacher 

 

Jolly Old St. Nick Stopped at South Shore                                                                             

Students celebrated the holiday season with a visit 
and sing-a-long with the big man himself, Santa Claus, 
who arrived at South Shore on a fire truck!  Students 
in grades K-5 enjoyed  a special treat on the last day 
of school before winter break by serenading Santa 
with such songs as Jolly Old St. 
Nicholas, Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer, and Deck the 
Halls!  Special thanks to the 
Herald Harbor Fire Department 
for safely transporting Santa to 
our celebration!                                                                                                            

IB PYP Monthly Attitudes          
 

 Attitude 
 Respect 
 Tolerance & Empathy 
 Appreciation 
 Commitment 
  Integrity 
  Enthusiasm & Confidence 
  Creativity 
  Independence 
  Cooperation 

Do Your        

Children Know  

What to Do            

in Case of an          

Early Closing?      

It’s that time of the year when  inclement weather 

can cause Anne Arundel County Schools to close 

early.  Discuss with your children what they should 

do if school should possibly close early and make 

sure the plan is correct on your child’s emergency 

card.  It is wise to have plans that your child(ren)  

understand.   

Student Drop-Off/Pick-Up 
 

Please be mindful that at times parents/
guardians are arriving to drop off or pick 

up students well before the scheduled 
arrival/dismissal times.  We request that 
if the circumstance should arise, that you 
willingly accommodate staff to maneuver 

through to  the parking areas.                            
We appreciate your  cooperation in this 

matter!  

Late Students 
 
Just a reminder to         
parents that if your           
child(ren) are arriving            
to school after                        
8:35 a.m., we request 
that an adult accompany 
them into the building 
to obtain a late pass. 

Instrumental News 

 
On Thursday, January 18th,               
Old Mill High School Band              
and Strings Cluster will be               
hosting a day of clinics and              
rehearsals during the school day.  
This opportunity is  offered to 5th grade students only.  
Permission slips  have been sent home as parent                     
transportation is required.  The students will participate 
in clinics and rehearsals.  Later in the day, students will 
perform for parents.  

Mrs. Jacquelyn Mattingly 

Instrumental Teacher 
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ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

The attendance rate for the month as of  
December was 95.6 %.                                               

Our year-to-date rate is 96.6 %.  Kudos to                   
all for outstanding attendance! 

 

Maryland has established 94% annually as              
acceptable.  Thank you for encouraging good           

attendance habits with your child. 

Box Tops Collection 
 

The next date for the collection of 
Box Tops will be Monday, January 8 

at 8:30 a.m.  Mark your calendars! 

10 Healthy New Year’s Resolutions for Kids 
 
The following tips are from the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
1. I will clean up my toys, and keep my room in good order. 
2. I will brush my teeth twice a day, and wash my hands before 

eating and after the bathroom. 
3. I won’t tease dogs, even friendly ones—and keep my hands 

and face away from their mouths. 
4. I will drink more milk and water, and limit soda and fruity 

drinks. 
5. I will apply sunscreen before going outdoors. 
6. I will find a sport or activity that I like, and do it at least three 

times a week. 
7. I will always wear a helmet when bicycling or boarding. 
8. I will wear my seat belt every time I get in the car. 
9. I’ll be nice to others, and friendly to kids who need friends—

like someone shy or new to school. 
10. I’ll never give out personal information or pictures of myself 

to strangers or over the internet. 
 

Make Health Your Resolution  
 

Healthy You:  Make healthy food choices, be active, make an  
appointment for a check –up, vaccination, or screening.  Know 
your numbers— weight, blood pressure, cholesterol.  Wash your 
hands often.  Be smoke free. Get enough sleep.  Learn and                  
practice a new health tip each week.  Make a new friend. 
 
Healthy Family:  Plan to eat more meals together as a family.  
Encourage and support physical activity.  Put together a family 
health history,.  Know where to go for health care in town if you 
do not have insurance.  Keep pets vaccinated and healthy.  Add a 
health related website to your favorites list, and check weekly  
updates. Spend more time together.  Be courteous and practice 
good manners. 
 
Healthy Home:  Go green.  Reduce, reuse and recycle.  Install 
smoke  alarms, and carbon monoxide alarms on every level.  Keep  
cleaning products and medications away from children.  Have a 
winter weather emergency plan, and stock your home and car with 
necessary supplies. 
 
Healthy School:  Stay home if you are sick (fever free 24 hours 
without medication).  Wash your hands often, cover your cough 
using your elbow.   
 
Healthy Community:  Volunteer at your church, school, or one 
of the many community centers needing to help or an extra hand. 
If you have received help from others, try to repeat the gesture.  
Extend a common courtesy wherever you are—they are always 
appreciated and hopefully duplicated.  
 
Enjoy a new year of healthy possibilities! 
 
Nurse Casey Banks              Mrs. Sherri Kiessling 
School Nurse                                                          Health Assistant 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Our Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great  
Students) Program is up and running, 
however, we are still in need of more 
volunteers.  It is an innovative program 
being used by schools across America               
which helps students be positively            
impacted by the committed                          
involvement of fathers and father-                            
figures.  You can volunteer for a day, 
half day, or even an hour.  Please call 
Miss Councill at the school to get           
involved! 
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New Positive Behavior Program 
 

Beginning January 2nd, South Shore will be implementing a 
positive behavior incentive program for our students.  All  
students who have  zero referrals and 2 or fewer classroom         
reflection sheets in the month  of  January will be invited to 
attend our first ever "Snow-ball"!   On February 1st, we will 
reset and all students will have a chance to   work toward our 
next event at the end of the 3rd Marking Period.  

 
 

Make Your Mark Awards 
 

Each week, teachers select one student from their class 
who is “Making Their Mark” which can be noted in any one  
of many ways that reflect our IB attitudes in the classroom. 

 

These twelve attitudes are:  curiosity, enthusiasm,              
creativity, tolerance, commitment, cooperation, respect, 

appreciation, independence, integrity, confidence and              
empathy. 

 

 

Week of  December 4-7, 2017 

Students:  Julien S., Milagros C., Santos Z-S., Amaya H.,                        
Lelia G., Yadhira T., Bennett S., Nathan W., Rachael D.,                   

William L., Osle S., Ben S., Bridget B., Jessie R. and Saul H-G.  
 

Week of  December 11-15, 2017 

Students:  Neva L., Joshua D., Tommy K., Sarah L.,                           
Christopher M., William C., Davin D. Evie L., Rachael D.,              
Helena L., Duncan Cl., Laura F,-P., Ricardo B., Teagan F.                  

and Amelia H.  

 

January’s PYP Attitude—Integrity 
 
During the month of January, we will focus on the 
attitude of Integrity.  According to the IBO, having 
integrity means having a firm sense of  fairness and 
honesty.  Quotes to discuss at home: 

 “To know what is right and not do it is the 
worst cowardice.”  Confucius 
 “Truthfulness is the main element of              
character” 
  Albert Einstein 
 “All you can do is try to use the best                      
of your ability, and with all the input and 
knowledge you get, then hope that the             
decisions you make are based on what is                
morally right.” 
 Ronald Reagan 
 “Do something for somebody every                 

day for which you do not get paid.” 
 Albert Schweitzer 
 “Integrity is how you act when no one is 
watching, when no one knows what you’re  
doing.” 
 Steven Vannoy  
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